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Morocco and the United
States: Strategic Cooperation
After Three Years

In our view,
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50801 130 c1aSf o gl gl J gang
daayRall ciliglell o ) Ll ‘6,...11
olgLagas Lo I] diag dsgh daSyyall

M Jodally 1982 §lail b ras ol 2a ol
giyall Glugall sl &Sl Eplaaasil] sad
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Moroccan-US relations are good,

but somewhat fragile.

US-Moroccan strategic cooperation contributes directly to the dominance

Mediterranean basin, The centerpiece of the new

Al M-:_f? 0 strategic tis is the six-year agreement signed in 1982 allowing the United
o States emergency access to Moroccan military facilities.
counter ﬁ'lcse regional threats. In our view, Moroccan \
officials are likely to be disappointed when competing Ub ‘U@)““ Joa Lihi 099
US global interests or emerging regional interests, |_|,L°| RIILY) 4_U|_g4]| u-‘-|9§-“-‘d|
such as economic relations with Algeria, prevent
——  Washington from fully satisfying Moroccan desires 9‘ %)““ a'“"‘“'“ U9*'-‘3|-‘-‘.. Loaic

for political, military, and economic support. This

disappointment eventually coul

tion the value of strategic cooperation and lead to
cooler US-Moroccan relations such as occurred in the

late 1970s.

The pntcntial for misunderstanding is compounded by
an inflated Moroccan perception of US capabilities

d cause Rabat to ques-

and of Rabat’s importance to Washington.|
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Moroccan perceptions of the military relationship

with the United States are perhaps most unrealistic in
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