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worocco applying to join ECOWAS — Issues to

consider

TheProtocolis also clear on the secularism and
neutrality of the State in all matters relating to

religion, but does not preclude the right of the State

.toregulate with due respect to human rights

Besides, ECOWAS protocols such as this one
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are binding. What that means is that, fora
constitutional monarchy that operates quite
differently, it remains to be seen how Morocco can
subject itself to these universal principles of this

.particular ECOWAS protocol
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|5. (U) ECOWAS highlighted the West Africa Gas Pipeline
project, which 1is almost complete according to the ECOWAS
Secretariat, and the West Africa Power Pool as successful
integration projects. ECOWAS noted the need to build the

capacity of ECOWAS member state "National Units"™ as a crucial

component of its integration program.
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6. (U) Peace and security issues were a highlight of the

meeting with both General Toure and Colonel the

Mbave of

ECOWAS Pelitical Affairs, Defense and Security unit giving

presentations that underscored efforts to develop the ECOWAS

Stand-by Force (ESF) in accordance with the African Union

mandate. General Toure emphasized that ECOWAS was a leader in

peace support operations on the continent, but capability gaps

remained in the force generation of the ESF.
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