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4. ... The article does suggest that [the Prince], a cousin of the
King, was plotting, scheming and weaving machinations
against the King of Morocco, and suggests that such conduct
was wrongful. However, whether such conduct is wrongful
depends on the views of that section of the public interested in
the politics of Morocco. It is not, in my judgment, capable of
being defamatory of someone to say that they are plotting,
scheming or weaving machinations against the King for the
reasons given in Modi v Clarke.
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Scope Note

This is our first comprehensive examination of Morocco’s overall foreign
policy in nearly a decade. The timeliness of this Assessment stems from the

coincidence of two circumstances—the increasing threat te US military

power projection and readiness resulting from host country restrictions on

US basing and training in Furope and elsewhere and the increasing

willingness of King Hassan to provide the United States expanded military

access to his country.
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enclave issue and has more immediate goals to

achieve—most notably a resolution of the Western
Sahara war. Hassan’s father, Mohamed V, said “ev-
ery King of Morocco shall be a liberator.” Mohamed
V liberated Morocco proper, Hassan claims to have

“liberated”” Western Sahara, and|

the enclave issue may be left to Crown
Prince Sidi Mohamed.

confrontation in the near to medium term.
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Never-
theless, in our view, both countries see it in their
interests to prevent the issue from becoming a serious
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DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE
28 August 1985

Algeria: Intentions Toward Morocco

Summary

Bvailable evidence does not indicate that
Algeria constitutes the imminent threat portrayed
recently to US officials by the Moroccan Prime
Minister. Their historically troubled
relationship is at a low level over the Western
Sahara conflict and King Hassan's political union
with Libya. HNevertheless, Alglers, in our
judgment, does not want the situation to
deteriorate to such a polnt that large-scale
military hostilities are likely. With regard to
the Western Sahara problem, small skirmishes
prabably will continue with little warning along
Morocco's defensive berm. Algeria will want to
keep the pressure on King Hassan to force him to
negotiate an arrangement allowing some Saharan
autonomy. The greatest danger is that these
minor clashes might lead to unpremeditated
warfare. We do not believe, howewer, that
Algiers is acrively seeking Hassan's overthrow,
which could produce a more hostile government in
Rabat. Bendjedid's willingness to tighten the
screws on Rsbat may alsc be constrained by
Hassan's "union" with Libya, and the danger that
Algiers could suddenly encounter hostilities on

and South Asian Analysis.
the Vice President.
in its preparation.
25X1

both its eastern and western borders.

Aok ok ok

This memorandum was prepared by tha
Maghreb Branch, Arab-Israeli Division, Office of Near Eastern

It was requested by the office of
Information as of 28 August 1985 was used

Questions and cem 14 be directed
25X1

to Chief, Arab-Israeli Diwvision,
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